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Military Architect 17 Oct Rohtas Fort: A Masterpiece of Military Architect Fort Rohtas is a 16th-

century fortress located near the city of Dina in Jhelum district of the Punjab province of

Pakistan. It was built by Sher Shah Suri, the founder of the Suri Empire, and is considered

to be one of the finest examples of early Muslim military architecture in Central and South Asia.

The fort is irregularly shaped and covers an area of 70 hectares (170 acres). It is surrounded by

a massive wall that is over 4 kilometers (2.5 miles) long and up to 12 meters (39 feet) thick.

The wall is punctuated by 68 bastions and 12 monumental gates. The interior of the fort is

divided into two main sections: the Andarkot (inner fort) and the Birun Kot (outer fort). The

Andarkot contains the most important buildings, such as the Shahi Mosque, the Raja Man

Singh Haveli, and the two baolis (stepwells). The Birun Kot contains a variety of other

buildings, such as barracks, storehouses, and stables. Fort Rohtas was never captured by force

and remains remarkably intact to this day. It was declared a UNESCO World Heritage

Site in 1997. Fort Rohtas is considered a masterpiece of military architecture for a number of

reasons. First, it was one of the first forts in the region to be designed specifically to withstand

artillery fire. This was a major innovation at the time, as artillery was becoming increasingly

powerful and widespread. Fort Rohtas’s walls were built at an angle to deflect cannonballs, and

its bastions were designed to provide 360-degree coverage. This made it very difficult for

attackers to breach the fort’s defenses. Second, Fort Rohtas is massive in size and scale. Its

walls are over 4 kilometers long and up to 12 meters thick. This made it a very formidable

obstacle for any attacker. Third, Fort Rohtas has a complex and sophisticated layout. The
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walls are zigzagged, and the gates are offset so that attackers would have to expose

themselves to fire from multiple directions. The fort also has a number of hidden passages

and chambers, which could be used by defenders to launch surprise attacks. Finally, Fort

Rohtas is built on a hilltop, which gives it a natural advantage over attackers. The fort’s walls

also follow the contours of the hill, making them even more difficult to scale. In addition to

these features, Fort Rohtas also incorporates a number of other innovative military

technologies, such as double walls, water traps, and loopholes. Overall, Fort Rohtas is a

masterpiece of military architecture because it is a well-designed, well-built, and well-defended

fort. It is a testament to the skill and ingenuity of the military architects of the Suri Empire.

Here are some specific examples of Fort Rohtas’s innovative military architecture: Double

walls: The fort’s main wall is backed by a second, lower wall. This creates a dead space between

the two walls, where attackers would be exposed to fire from both sides. Water traps: The

fort has a number of water traps hidden in the ground. These traps would be sprung by

attackers, causing them to fall into deep pits filled with water. Loophopes: The fort’s walls are

lined with loopholes, which allowed defenders to fire at attackers without exposing

themselves to fire. Fort Rohtas was never captured by force, and it remains remarkably

intact to this day. This is a testament to the effectiveness of its military architecture. Fort

Rohtas was built by Sher Shah Suri, the founder of the Suri Empire. Sher Shah was a

brilliant military strategist and administrator. He rose to power in the early 16th century by

defeating the Mughals and establishing himself as the ruler of northern India. Sher Shah was

determined to build a strong and secure fort to protect his empire from the Mughals and

other enemies. He chose the site of Fort Rohtas because of its strategic location on the

Grand Trunk Road, which was a major trade route between India and Central Asia.

Construction on Fort Rohtas began in 1541 and was completed in 1548. Sher Shah used the

best materials and the most skilled architects and engineers to build the fort. He also

employed a large workforce, which included both skilled and unskilled laborers Fort Rohtas is

a testament to Sher Shah’s ambition and his commitment to building a strong and secure

empire. It is also a testament to the skill and ingenuity of the military architects of the Suri

Empire. Overview of Sher Shah Suri’s life and achievements Sher Shah Suri was born in 1486

in the village of Sasaram in Bihar, India. He was an Afghan Pashtun by ethnicity. Sher Shah

began his career as a military commander in the Mughal army. He quickly rose through

the ranks and became one of the most trusted commanders of the Mughal emperor

Humayun. In 1539, Sher Shah was appointed governor of Bengal by Humayun. However, Sher



Shah soon rebelled against Humayun and declared himself the ruler of Bengal. In 1540, Sher

Shah defeated Humayun at the Battle of Chausa. This victory gave Sher Shah Control over

northern India. Sher Shah was a brilliant military strategist and administrator. He

implemented a number of reforms, including a new system of land revenue and a new

system of currency. He also built a network of roads and forts throughout his empire. Sher

Shah died in 1545 at the age of 59. He was succeeded by his son, Islam Shah Suri. Fort

Rohtas is one of the most important surviving monuments of the Suri Empire. It is a

testament to Sher Shah Suri’s ambition and his commitment to building a strong and

secure empire. It is also a testament to the skill and ingenuity of the military architects of

the Suri Empire. Fort Rohtas was built between 1541 and 1548 by Sher Shah Suri, the founder

of the Suri Empire. Sher Shah was a brilliant military strategist and administrator. He rose to

power in the early 16th century by defeating the Mughals and establishing himself as the ruler of

northern India. Sher Shah was determined to build a strong and secure fort to protect his

empire from the Mughals and other enemies. He chose the site of Fort Rohtas because of

its strategic location on the Grand Trunk Road, which was a major trade route between

India and Central Asia. Construction on Fort Rohtas began in 1541 and was completed in 1548.

Sher Shah used the best materials and the most skilled architects and engineers to build the

fort. He also employed a large workforce, which included both skilled and unskilled

laborers. Fort Rohtas is a testament to Sher Shah’s ambition and his commitment to

building a strong and secure empire. It is also a testament to the skill and ingenuity of the

military architects of the Suri Empire. Purposes To Build Fort To protect his empire from the

Mughals and other enemies. Fort Rohtas was built on a strategic location on the Grand

Trunk Road, which was a major trade route between India and Central Asia. This made it

an important defensive stronghold for the Suri Empire. To control the local population. The

region around Fort Rohtas was inhabited by a number of rebellious tribes. Sher Shah built Fort

Rohtas to suppress these tribes and ensure their loyalty to the Suri Empire. To serve as a

symbol of Sher Shah’s power and authority. Fort Rohtas is a massive and imposing structure. Its

construction demonstrated Sher Shah’s wealth and power, and it served as a deterrent to

potential enemies. Fort Rohtas played an important role in the history of the Suri Empire and

the Mughal Empire. It was never captured by force, and it served as a vital defensive

stronghold for both empires. Fort Rohtas also played an important role in trade and commerce,

as it was located on a major trade route. After the fall of the Suri Empire in 1555, Fort

Rohtas came under the control of the Mughal Empire. The Mughals continued to use



the fort as a defensive stronghold and as a base for their operations in the region. Fort Rohtas

remains an important cultural and historical landmark in Pakistan. It is a UNESCO World

Heritage Site and a popular tourist destination. Layout and design Fort Rohtas is irregularly

shaped and covers an area of 70 hectares (170 acres). It is surrounded by a massive wall that is

over 4 kilometers (2.5 miles) long and up to 12 meters (39 feet) thick. The wall is punctuated

by 68 bastions and 12 monumental gates. The interior of the fort is divided into two main

sections: the Andarkot (inner fort) and the Birun Kot (outer fort). The Andarkot contains

the most important buildings, such as the Shahi Mosque, the Raja Man Singh Haveli, and the

two baolis (stepwells). The Birun Kot contains a variety of other buildings, such as barracks,

storehouses, and stables. The fort’s layout and design are designed to make it difficult to

attack. The walls are zigzagged, and the gates are offset so that attackers would have to

expose themselves to fire from multiple directions. The fort also has a number of hidden

passages and chambers, which could be used by defenders to launch surprise attacks. The

Legacy of Fort Rohtas Fort Rohtas is a masterpiece of military architecture that has stood the

test of time. It is a testament to the skill and ingenuity of the military architects of the Suri

Empire. It shows how military architects adapted to the advent of artillery fire. Fort Rohtas was

one of the first forts in the region to be designed specifically to withstand artillery fire. Its walls

were built at an angle to deflect cannonballs, and its bastions were designed to provide 360-

degree coverage. This made it very difficult for attackers to breach the fort’s defenses. It

shows how military architects used innovative technologies to improve the defenses of their

forts. Fort Rohtas used a number of innovative military technologies, such as double walls,

water traps, and loopholes. These technologies made it even more difficult for attackers to

capture the fort. It shows how military architects designed forts to be not only defensible but

also functional and comfortable for the people who lived and worked inside them. Fort Rohtas

had a number of important buildings, such as a mosque, a school, and a number of other

public buildings. This made it a self-sufficient community that could withstand a long siege.

Fort Rohtas is a valuable source of information for historians and military architects. It provides

insights into the military architecture and warfare of the 16th century. It also shows how

military architects adapted to the advent of artillery fire and used innovative technologies to
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